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| not, that 1 know of, 
any particular De cription of the 
Manner and Way m 1555 it does 
fo ; nor any regular Diſcourſe de- 
monſtrating the Fact from the Ma- 
” ture 


trme tends to make 
Men happy, but have 
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iv The RETN CE.” 
ture of Things ; at leaſt, what has 
been ſaid upon this Topic, 5 4 
applicalle to Marality m general, 5 
as 10 the Obriſtian Hon. Wy 


4 . 


7. Weeds Yi" fe, if . 
Courſe of” theſe ſeveral Parts, 


. bow the Chriſtian , Morality dif 
Fers from that of others; wherem 


8 * bow it 578 7 
MWeceſſiiy be true. 


To be Rightcous, Charitable, and 
Brave, m ſuch Manner, a fer 
ſuch End, as was never under. 
flood, not even by the wiſeft Hea- 
thens ;. to conſult the Honour of 
the DEIT Y, by promoting the 
univerſal. God of Mankin1, and of 
every Individual, and to fork ſuch - 


1 as my eſſentrally ariſe 


ence 


e The PREFAC Er * 

hence, and 15 inſeparable from. it, 
= is ſuch 4 Prog of the Divinity 7A 
of ow. Saviour's. Precepts, STI - 
not 10 be rejected. by. any. Man who 4 
examines fairly, and 17 in his 
right Senſes. 


1 I) neceſſary indeed every. Man 3 
ou d have right Ideas of the Di- =P 
vine bun before he is fit 10 | 
conſider the Evidence of true Re- 
ligion : but when he bas thoſe, he 
can no more d en) what 1s here 
g d, t ban be can deny that P lea- 
ang 15 preferable e to Pain. 


. bee this Ane ends, 35 
of Miracles begins, and that of Pro- 
phecy bond conclude © them. The 

Exidence of Miracles, wwyouoht ma- 
ny e Years ago, — of Pro- 
phectes 


frſt, whatever it may be upon 
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a contain d in the Hands” f 


one People may look fuſpiciuus at 

Ex. 
amination: but prove the Doctrine, 
and the Uſe of Miracles wil ap 


' pear, the Prophecies will be read 


with Thankfulne ſs and Adoration, 
and both adm tte d ui itbout Diff 
cu] ty. EET 


1 bave one Thing to ask, and 
that is that in Regard of | this 2 ork 
the Reader v 7 not con ſcler any 
one part as diſind or 227 
but as it is connected ith the 
Reft, carries on the Cham, and 1s 


pointed at this one Propoſuion, viz. 


Chriſtianity is the Good, tbe only 
real Good of Mankind: and that 
ke Wot 'd obferve in the Second 

Place, 


The PRE FACE. vii 
Place, that the ſame Arguments 
which evince the Truth of the 
Chriſtan Revelation, cvince the Ex- 
cellence of the Church eftabl % d, 
eſpecially if it can be prov d that 
it 1s every Way ſiuted and a- 
dapted to the Effecimg that Seas 
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Juks chap. iv. ver. 17. 

10 ON that knoweth to go go and ah 
N zt wot, to him = 7 Sine 


— E have en by how many ways 
Men are exeited to the Lope 
of Truth. by their natural 
Senſe, Reaſon Und: Judgment; 


bythirinward Satisfaction andApplaute | 
Which ariſes from a Conſciouſnels - of | 


having obey'd it; by that Selt-coridens, 
nation, Diſpleaſure and Horror which 
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2 Preſent or Future Happineſs 
they feel when they have done other“ 
wile ; by their Love of Being, Happi- 
neſs, Honour, Intereſt, Harmony, Beau- 
ty and Glory ; by their Love of. other 
Men, and of Vertue, Integrity and true 
Fortitude in them ; and by their ſtrong 
Deſire of Immortality and Perfection. 
In the next place: All theſe are ſe- 
conded by irreſiſtible Motives, directed 
to their right Obje& which is ſet in the 
moſt clear and amiable Light with an 
Application to every Principle, Paſſion, 
or Inſtinct within 'em, and at the fame 
time with every Aid, Advantage, or 
Means imaginable: And, 
In the third place: An Order of 
Men are ſet apart, inveſted with a moft 
facredCharaQter, and laid under the moſt 
ſolemn Obligations for this Purpoſe : 1n- 
ſomuch that it is not poſſible to con- 
ceive how any thing more ſhou'd be 
done without Force or Compulſion. 
Now Truth, comprehending in it e- 
very thing that is really excellent, is on- 
ly another Name for Happineſs. For at 
the ſame time we learn to love and fol- 
low this, we do naturally promote and 
eſtabliſh public Good, and really and et- 
feQually obtain our own. This Conſi- 
deration is what confirms and crowns 
all the reſt, and what, if it can be made 
| out, 


tze Reſult of Al. 3 
out, muſt cover the Infidel with everlaſt- 
ing Shame and Confufion. For according 
to this, the true Idea of the Chriſtian 
Religion will be, that it is a moſt ſtrong 
Injunction upon All the Ranks and Or- 
ders of Men to purſue Truth, viz. To 
advance the Public-weal in conformit 
to the Will of God. And it is fo order'd, 
by his wiſe Providence, that our Sollici- 
tude for that ſhou'd always terminate 
in our own ſpiritual Advantage. The 
poor Man's labour contributes to public 
Convenience, and with proper Inſtructi- 
on may be an Improvement of his Pa- 
tience, Obedience, Truſt, Reſignation 
and Conſtancy. The Application o 
the Studious gives him Knowledge, 
which is itſelf one Degree of Perfection, 
and if it is well us'd, it will of courſe 
produce more. Diligence and Perſe- 
verance in doing what we ſhou'd do, be- 
gets Habit, and habit wears it into the 
Soul and naturalizes it. We cannot 
ſtrive to qualify our ſelves for Offices, 
Stations, Preſer ments r Honours, but 


we muſt -attain to Abilities greater or 
leſs, and be the better for em: and 
the greater our Wiſdom and Vertue is, 
and the more we are enabled to ferve 
the Public, the greater is our own inter- 
nal Excellence, and the Power of improv- 
| B 2 10g 


4 Preſent ur Future Happineſs = 
ing out ſelves ſtill farther. Fortitude is a 
Power to adhere firmly to Right and 
Truth on which the common Happineſs 
depends, and Charity is a Deſire to effeQ: 
it by all poſſible Means. Thus when 
our Principles are well grounded, and 
our Vertues improy. 0 not only others, 
but our ſelves alſo receive the Benefit. 
Even Death confirms to us qur Victory 
oyer the Perverſeneſs of the World, the 
Snares and Temptations of Vice, and the 
Allaules, and Prefſures of Fortune In 
ſhort :, the Authority. 00 the Prince, 
the Influence of the Nobilit , Gentry, 
Clergy, Commonalty are faithfully ra 
be employed in this, Filling Station, 
bearing Pictibekion, or obtaining Ho- 


- b 


nours will be found of pernicious Conſe: 
quence without b. "The only Proof of 
real Worth is ta be uſeful and beneficial; 
and the only Way to Happineſs hereafter 
is to promote it here. Accordingly when 
Learning flouriſhes, in her Nurſeries, and 
diffufes her Rays all around; inſomuch 
that Numbers lighting up t eir Lamps 
there, can carry em away into every mi- 
nute Corner and obſcure Receſs however 
diſtant; When Religion grows under the 
Protection and Encouragement of good 
Government, ſo that every Vertue is che- 
riſhed and brought forward: when by the 

„ n '" Induſtry 


* n . — a fo 8 * ._ 
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ite Reſult of A 3 
Induſtry of one Man, the Art ofanother, 
the Wiſdom of a third, and the ſingere 
Endeavours of all the Coveniencies of 
Lite are plentifully adminiſtred: when 
Power, Intereſt, Authority are us'd to 
give Safety, Liberty, and Opportunity, 
wherein the ſeveral Talents of Men may 
be exercis d, how excellent, how glori- 


ous mult the Reſult be! This is the Face 


things wou d wear did Chriſtianity 8 
vail. Tis thus, in the Senſe of that, 
Men are to be transferr'd from one Em- 
ploy ment, from one Degree of Perfecti- 
on to another: Tis this they are to 
endeavour at by a right Application 
oftheir Faculties, and tor which they 
ſhall be crown d with new Acceſſions ot 
Glory. And becauſe thro? the Perverſe- 
neſs of ſome Men, their Diligence herein 
will be oft fruſtrated and ſet at nought, 
their Requital ſmalkor none at all; there-: 
fore hath God appointed a Time and 
Place When and where they that have 
ſtedfaftly, adher'd to, and purſued it, 
{hall find a full Reward, and they who 
notwithſtanding Croſſes, Vexations, Per · 
ſecution, Torment, Death, have undaunt- 
edly and triumphantly perſever'd, a till 
berber This is a hort and imperfect 


but right Idea of the Chriſtian Religion, 


againſt which the Arguments of Infidels 
b rewe 


6 Preſent or Future Happmeſs 
ſhou'd be levelled, or "oy are to no 
purpoſe. 

My preſent Delign i is to illuſtrate this 
Point in ſeveral of its main Branches; 
that ſo we may have a clear and diſtin 
View of the Force and Strength of the 
Argument all along inſiſted on for the 
Eſtabliſhment of our Faith, and the 
Conviction of its Adverfaries. | 
Nox, tis plain, belides Piet oy, which 

is the prime, ſovereign; and leading 
— and which, when directed a- 
right, is the beſt and only means of an- 
ſwering all the reſt; beſides this (IL ſay) 
all things incumbent upon Men are Du- 
ties; that is, they are Ties upon them, 
to perform ſuch Acts as advance, and to 
refrain ſuch as wou'd hinder the Publie 
Good. For ſuch is the Nature of Man, 
that he cannot be conſidered properly as 
abſtracted from others. The Public- 
weal mult: depend more or leſs upon his 
Behaviour, whether he will or no. To 
this therefore; his Thoughts and Views 
ſhou'd be directed as well as to his own. 
private Intereſt. - And therefore, as be- 
ſides the Knowledge of that Art, Craft, 
Trade, Buſineſs or Function Which 
Man is brought up to; there is likewiſe 
another which directs him how he 
thou'd behave in relation to God 4 
115 


the Reſult of Al. 7 


his Fellow - Creatures, which is entirely 
diſtin& from the other, and which u- 
niverſally belongs to all Men; it is neceſ- 
ſary this ſhou'd be ſo provided for, that 
all may ſufficiently ſhare in it, notwith- 
ſtanding their unavoidableEmployments 
and Avocations. And as there are 
ſeveral Things eſſential to the eſſecting 
and accompliſhing general Good, a De- 
ſire of which God hath purpoſely planted 
in human Nature, it will be very uſeful 
to conſider *em, and to ſhow wherein 
their great Importance conſiſts. The 
Things are Knowledge, Vertue, Con- 
tentment, Honour, Power, Fortitude; 
about which ' tis evident there is no ſmall 
Noiſe and Stir in the World: Let us 
therefore examine, 


Firſt, What is the Nature and End of 
2 Particular; and at the ſame time 
is | 
Second, How they are directed to that 
Eud; and then, 


Third, What the regular and undeni- 
able Conſequence of this muſt be. 


And, Fir/, Let us begin with Know- 
ledge, as it is the Foundation of all the 
reſt. To ask how this comes to be fo 
highly valuable may indeed ſeem _ 
leſs 


8 Preſentor Future Happineſs 
leſs and impertinent ; but the reſolving 

the Queſtion may perhaps be of more 
Uſe than we are aware of. 
Knowledge is the ſame thing tothe 
Mind that Light is to the Eye: they dif 
fer in this, that the latter is limited and 
adapted to its Organ, while the firſt 
ſeems capable of endleſs Improvement; 
but they agree in this, that they are both 
equally beneficial, and happy were it, 
might they be alſo equally free and uni- 
verſal. For firſt ; It is ſubſervient to the 
End of our Being, and points out every 
Thing that can be of Uſe. It produces 
all the Arts and Inventions by which 
the Buſineſs of the World is carry*d on, 

and the Conveniencies of Life are ſuppli- 

ed: It opens the Eyes of Men, and there- 

by enables em to find out new Waysand 
Means, and to mend old ones. Whatever 

is good at Home or Abroad, by Sea or 

Land, to Body or Mind, in Peace or in 

War, in any Station, in any Circum- 

ſtance; whatever tends to direct, to en- 

large, to raiſe, to quicken, to confirm 

the Mind; whatever. is comprehended 

in the whole Compaſs of Arts, or in na- 
tural or reveal'd Religion, are ſo many 

Methods of accomodating and improv- 

ing this Life, or preparing us for a bet- 

ter and conſequently the 3 of £ 
now- - g 


— 


tte Neat fl. 5 

| Knowledge. The Benefit and Adyan- 
tage of which may be cafily ſeen by a 
Compariſon of one Age with another, 
and obſerving how in Times of Igno- 
Trance, every Thing that is mean, erro- 
neous, ſlaviſn and miſerable j coed 


and how when Learning is cheriſh 

the Scene brightens again. Even Reli. 
gion, the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf is no 
ure, no effectual Guidance without it; 

but demands that Pains be taken and 
Preparations made; abhoring the Pre- 
ſumption of the Ignorant and Bold as 
much as the Prejudice' of the Paſſios 
nate; and diſpenſing no leſs with the 
Want of the Serpent's Wifdom' than 
the Innocence of the Dove. Among 
the Heathens indeed, however, other 
Arts went on, and the Strength of hu- 
man Invention, Wit, and Spirit was 
diſplay'd ; whatever Perfection, Poetry 
and Oratory were carry'd up to, the 
main and principal Part of true Know- 
ledge was intirely funk and loft. Wit 
exercis'd upon pleafing, . but uſeleſs; 
profane and wieked Subjects, and pro- 
ſtituted to the groſſeſt Flattery; Art 
cultivated and employ'd in working up 
the Paſſions of Men, and ſo carrying po- 
litical Points; and in Philoſophy a mix- 
ture of Right and Wrong, Piety and 
* C Abſurdity, 
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10 Preſent or Figure Happineſs 


Abſurdity, with other Efforts imperfec 
and abortive, were the chief Mankind 


 cou'd boaſt, But however, the Improve; 


ments in Knowledge before and ſince the 
Coming of our Saviour may have fail'd 
of their main End, there is certainl 
now no other Reaſon to which ſuch 
Failure can be aſcrib'd than the Paſſions 
and Miſconduct of Men. And therefore 
every Perſon who has Leiſure, and whoſe 
Talents are employ'd in this Manner, is 
indiſpenſibly oblig'd, Fr/, To be very 
diligent in enabling himſelf to advance 
the Public Weal in his way: And 121 


To be careful to chooſe out that Roa 


in which it is moſt probable he may 
effetually do ſo. For beſides, that 
if he neglects his Time, he ſuffers in not 
making that Progreſs which wou'd be 
of Advantage to himſelf many ways: 
He is miſtaken if he thinks he muſt not 
one Time or other Account for ſuch Neg- 
lect. The Public demands it of him; 
and there are many employ'd in other 
ways, who are providing Conveniencies 
for him in their Sphere, and they have 
a Right to expect a Return. In Pro- 
portion always as Men are induſtrious 
herein, and not crampt or confin'd in 
their Searches, every Nation or People 
are more or leſs Happy. For if Know- 


be Rat A. 1h 


12 may be allowed to enligliten the 
yes of Men, Truth muſt Riſe out of 
it, and Religion put on her native.Co- 
lours. N true, indeed, thoſe Men are 
of all others the moſt Hap Py.As. hey do 
the greateſt Good, and act in tlie ligheſt 
ovince; who by a natural] Felicity in 
Thinking, or great Sagacity join'd. to 
Hoch Application, enlarge the Bounds 
of Science, and brin ; Things o the com- 
mon Level which” were not - "before 
known : but every, Man that is Thſtru- 
mental herein, er never ſo little, "muſt 
be allow'd his Portion of "Praiſe. If 
Learning i is communicated by him in 
any Degree, ſo that any Part pf the 
World 1s betted d by it, e 
contributing to Public Good. Schools 
ate tlie Nurſeries,” and Vniverſities the 
Seats of Knowledge where Men of Ge- 
nius are rovided ih Accomadations 
on Parpole that they may be at Leiſure 
to attend the great Work of extending 
the Tetritories of Science, 2 45 cartying 
on 'every Branch to greater egrees of 
Perfection. At the ſame time, Numbers 
of Hands are at Work to ſmooth and fa- 
7 575 the Way to uſeful Learning, that 
by proper Attention, Youth 'may be 
prepared fo or the Service of the Public in 
every Station, Office; or Degree. Here 
C2 right 
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right Apprehenſions, true Frincigley, a 100 


ſuffici ent Abilities are acquir'd. 


and Diſcreet Men are appointed to 9 85 
18 4 the Raſhneſs and Levity of 
and there are Guides ready for 

Tate! Jireftion i in every Part of good Li- 
terature. And one Thing I believe I may 
f 975 fay of the two are ele of 
is Nation p, t BY ever are admittec 
there wit r Prpparatives and Ne 
h of Nature, cannot fail of ri. 
ling iat the true and real Characters of 
Vertugus, Wise, 44s Hood, unleſs it be 


— 


| 1 75 their 7540 nien nn 
is true, aA. Fanny e 8 
have Inſtances that ſhaw the Under» 
ſtandings as well as 5 how of Men may 


be enſlav'd: But this; is not our Caſe, | 
ek 1 85 ever will wy On the contrary, 
any have 9 themſelves 
1 great and uſeful Labours 
hat t rength of Parts and indefatiga- 
ble Toduftry have g peared to the great 
Glory as: well as Emolument of this 
Kingdom What Art, what Science, 
as not been extended for the Accom- 
modation, Improvement, and Ornament 
of Life! While Reyelation, like a Light 
hung out from Heaven, has direQed and 
Gram dem to this great Point, the general 
the true Idea ot eek 

age 


e Nef Au. 
5 ledge — to Chriſtianity: 2 in 
this manner it is that every Man that is 
ſo Happy as to be brought up in this 
Way, is diligently, faithfully, and con · 
Sin 8 to employ his Time and Pas 
1 Is not Vertue h p > of 
Se not t e u uit o 
Truth; or does. not conſiſt in the Ob- 


ſervation of 11 — Rules and Laws as pro- 
cure Publi incited by the Defire, 
and enforced by Th Neceſſity of ſeeking 


98 Ard — this Inſtinct ſtrong, 
a ty. great, for this End, that 
e 73 may be effected by it? 
the. f ſo much celebrated, a 
Ser Inſtance of, the Care and Goad- 
of Providence than the prodigious 

For — of theſe two grand Operatiwes? 
And. is it not in this, as in all Caſes of 
fro b very neceſſary that a Man 
725 of w m — his Yettue 
i be to him 2. Jo act as an An imal, 
acted. and;wecefſitated, is below the 
eb of a Free Agent: fot which Rea · 
ſon is it not ot the greateſt Import the 
| = Man ſhou'd, be iuſtructedcherein p 
for as the Diſtributions of Providence 
are ech ſo unequal, muſt not thĩs juſti. 
Goodnghof God to him and like. 

eh, e in{pire, him with great Comfort 
upd Glory ? When: ho bak: the labori- 


ous, 
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ous,” and, in the Opinion of many, tho 
weak and contemptible Condition he 
is in, in reality the Reverſe; and that he 
is capable of being in himſelf as well 
approvꝰd as the — wiſeſt, and 
beſt of Men? e 
And plain it is; if V ertue is whide was 
ſaid, Station cannot ene its Nature; 
and therefore there in dy ben Vertue, con- 
ſumate Vertue, as fab this State allows 
in the loweſt Conditidh. A Perſon has 
no other way of contributing to Pub- 
lic Convenience than by the Sweat of 
his Brows, and by that very! little. Al. 
lou / that it is very little. Certainly it 
is neceſſary, and by one other muff be 
done: nay, in its Degree it is as uſe- 
ful as the Knowledge of the Learne&'thg 
= rienceof the Aged; or the gare 
Comprehenſion of the Politician 
And if ſoy the early Riſing, long Ta- 
bour, :cbarſe- Refreſliment, and Thort 
Slumber of the Poor, are Things of greats 
er Weight than Was -imagin'd. . Their 
Diligence and Fatigue are gf high Ac- 
count ind the Eſtimation of Heaven, 
whatever Opinion the Stothful; the 
Centeel, the Faſhionable may have 
of em. If whatever a Man undertakes: 
he does it with all his Might, *tis Induſ- 
fry and as ; and if the End he 


aims 


aims at, and the Means he makes uſe of, 
are Right, 'tis Vertue. And on theſe Con- 
ditions the Effect muſt be Public Good, 
which he hath ſo far advanc'd, and 
which accordingly. will be imputed to 
him. That he has not done more, or that 
he has not acted in a higher Sphere is no 
Part of his Buſineſs. | He bath. faithful- 


wb TT Gar 3 


Add to this: 013703 12 4 
That the greater Pains he takes, the 
greater Difficulties .and Hardſhips he 
undergoes, the greater is his Conſtancy 
and the more he approves Himſelf. For. 
this being done in Submiſſion to Provi- 
dence, is reſpected accordingly. To o- 
bey God's Will is an Inſtance of Vertue, 
to be Strenuous, Patient, and Obſtinate 
in It is a greater ſtill, And this is ano- 
ther Reaſon to be added to that of Pub- 
Ys © TCO = 
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lic Good, why God requires and des 
mands it. | Beſides, it implies Hope 
and Confidence in him who ts the pro- 
per Object of ſuch Hope and Confidence: 
And in this manner it is that his Crea« 
tures are to be drawn to Him; becauſe 
in thus finding Him, they will find what 
it is in vain to ſeek eſſe where, or in any 

. atherway, their own grand Account, 
their own certain Welfare. 

' The Vertue of the Merchant or other 
Trader conſiſts not ſo much in his Dili- 
gence or Application as in his Integrity. 
Whatever Goods, Wares, or Commodities 
he ſupplies the Community with, theß 
may be eſteemed fo many Convenien- 
cies: And provided they are in Value 
and Price agreeable to this End, the 
Public is ſerv'd thereby as well as his 
own Wants. Indeed as he, who for am- 
bitious or covetous Views, or both, im- 
poles. or over-rates, is pernicious. not 
only to private Perſons but to the 
Whole, and is therefore worthy of 
the utmoſt Diſlike and Deteſtation ; fo 
he who performs his Part, and tranſacts 
his Affairs with a ſtrict conſcientious 
Uprightneſs, neither neglecting his Bu- 
ſineſs, nor making too mueh haſte to be 

Rich, is Worthy of as great Eſteem, as 
an Inſtrument in his Sphere, and a Secu- 

| rity 
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zo bg ;oioght3) i 1292386: guard 
fity ſo far as he is concern'd in the Com- 


1 


mon- Weal. And thus, agpiny, "wee ſe 


how even the meaneſt Traffic may, b 
valued, and thoſe ſmall Things the 


World js apt to look down upon with 


Contempt and Scorn, may be well 
thought off; at the ſame time, that if 
we conſider how much the Intereſt of 
whole Nations depends upon the dex- 
trous Management of this Point, we 
{ball ſoon be convinced how eaſy it is 
for Application, Prudence, Experience 
and Sagacity to ſignalize themſelves in 
this Province, and to ſhine forth with 
ſont Glory, as conducing to Public 
Good in a very eminent Degree: By 
their Means, the Wind that blows, the 
Tide that rolls, are Vehicles of ſome- 
what uſeful; Rivers as well as Beaſts 
receive their Burdens; immediately 
Things remote are here, and thoſe that 
are rare and dear, pour in and croud 
into every Hand. I | 
The Gentleman is he from whom we 

are to expect the greateſt Things. For 
being free from Incumbrance and Bu- 
ſineſs, and able to defray the Charges of 
a moſt expenſive Education, the chief 
of what he has to da, is to improve and 
raiſe his Underſtanding, to poliſh and 
enrich his Mind, and regulate his Be- 
3 D haviour: 
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haviour: Whatever is laudable and ex- 
cellent, is what he profeſſes to know 
and to purſue. Tis here you are to ſee 
human Nature in its true Dignity, and 
human Life in its greateſt Beauty: 
Notions raifed and elevated, Taſte re- 
fined, and Judgment corrected, are Cha- 
racteriſtics. Nothing aukward, un- 
couth; affected, or weak muſt approach. 
Arts and Sciences are brought hither on 
Purpoſe, nor is their Aſſiſtance with- 
drawn till Habit hath made them eaſy, 
and Time natural: Inſomuch, that you 
may ſee them exhibited, not in Tracts, 
not in Books, not in Leſſons, but in 
their own Effect and Produce. - The 
Poet, the Orator, the Philo/opher ſhine 
in that living Image of their own happy 
Thoughts and Portraitures, and what 
they had laid down in Words, Rules or 
Examples, is expreſs'd in a better, a more 
taking Manner in the Behaviour and 
Conduct of the fine Gentleman. Ao 
Nor can a Man attain theſe Excellen- 
cies, but he muſt be inabled at the ſame 
Time to ſerve the Public various ways. 
The Order, Regularity and Beauty in 
which he lives, is it felf an Ornament 
in general, and muſt give every Behold- 
er a fair, delightful, and ſometimes a 
noble and inlarged Idea of human Life, 
_ a | | and 
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and be very beneficial on that very Ace 
count. But a Man of Virtue, is a way 
an Advantage' to others as well as t 
himſelf in many Reſpects; especially, 
when he is thus qualify'd b by the Im- 
provement of his lartrgl alents for 
any Services that require him; as a 
Friend, a Neighbour, or Magiſtrate, who 
will acquit hitnſelf better, or give great: 
er SatisfaQion ; or how ſhould' a Man 
be mare p rep ared to diſcharg e Himſelf a; 
in Hiband: Father, or Malter What 
the Country calls him to its Aſſiſt- 
nce in the Senate or elſewhere 7 He ha 
115 Time and Opportunityatd under- 
ffand its Intereſt; 450 he wat fo good he 
4 loſt an of chat Time? As it is ſo 
e and extenſive an Object, his Con- 
gane Diligence Was ptoportiohable, 


15 ſomuch, 1 the other bright rar 


of his Character are comp leated in tha 
of, the true Parriot,” and FIR. beſt Ac- 


0 are rurned upon procur- 
ing n 


d effecting the greateſt God. 
And now methinksT ſee him perlectiy 
abſtracted from every thing tliät! is 
Selfiſh, Narrow” of Mean, 2295 eatly 
rejoicing ia this generous Confi deration, 
that by his Means, Light is let in upon 
thoſe that are in Parkneſs; Slaves have 


their ſhackles knock'd of; Dangers that 


D 2 threaten' d 


b- 
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threaten/d hard are 1 Wi "a the 
iſer, an apr 


Na this io 5 not for the Sake of Apr 
lauſe, Eſteem or Figure,, bur for this 
eaſon, that while” Numbers derive 
much from him, and are advantaged. by 
him, himſelf receives the interna 5 7 
fir; and he bleſſes Heaven, that b 
right Uſeof his Time and alents, h 
Ua to that pitch, bs] to haye 5 7 
Vader! andin 145 know, and a Will diy 
doit; being ſenſible all the by while, tþ 
what is done to others 2 at. 1 
come home. to himſelf, and what is te. 
ny'd to falſe, Honour, Nang $0 
1n Saf Fer feftion, i in true and cage 


ae is *the Sy port of AE 
therefore it is e ſome at ea 
ſhould be inſtructed and prepared in a 
peculiar; Manner ta ſu port it. 8 
are numerous and burthenſome, as the 
Circumſtances of Lite that require 8 
are various. And as they are 
may aysof providing for the Safety 
ad Ha ie ineſs of the Community, "he 
8 0 ecution of them, is a Point 
ol the Sl Import, For this Rea- 
ſon, a Perſon brought up in this Study 


may be conſidered as a Guardian of the 
Peace 


tbe Reſult Al. 21 
* . Rights of others: Who can- 
not acquit himſelt without ſuch Appli- 
cation and Acquirement as ſhall inable 
him to ele the Offices of his Pro- 
feſſion. to ſee with his Eyes, 
and Act ion. Tis his to 
detect AB —— the moſt artful Diſ- 
guiſe; to — ny it under the moſt plauſi- 
ble Appearance; to trace it thro' al the 
Mazes and Windings into which Fraud 
hath carry d it on purpoſe to conceal 
it; to ſhow at lurking j ia the moſt dark, 
involved and intricate Corner. Vice 
flies before an Eye ſo piercing, a Frown 
ſo menacing, a Sword ſo keen as Ju- 
ſtice wears under the Conduct and Ma- 
nagement of ſuch Men: And on the other 
Vie e ſee e e Like Liberty an 
Boſom. 0 
pA E Laws are rendered 
Plans perfect, and Authority 
beneficial: Every Guard, Tie or Sanc- 
tion has its, full Weight: Whatever 
noxious appears, immediately Ven- 
$eance, points. at it: Ihe Force of Con- 
cience, t che Obl Obligations of Oaths; the 
Solemaity A Government; the whole 
Power - t be Nati are all drawn to. 
Ts and: tura'd; upon effect ing and 
8 the eme ien _ —_ 


g 
' 
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ted Strength and irreſiſtible, Dexteriry- 


Again, Tha - 9 
Thro' the Wildneg and Enormity 


of Ambition great Diforders ariſe ; and 
while Power is given to. vicioos'ind 
wicked Men, ever muſt ariſe. To ſe- 
cure People againſt which the Force of 


Arms is neceſſary : And therefore Mili- 
tary Sk ill and Diſcipline ate likewiſe ne. 
ceſſary. So that tiere is another Pro- 


 vinee'ia which Diligence muſk be us'd. 


And every Perſon train d up in this way 


is more or leſs Virtuous, as he is Morg 
or less Induſtrious to make Hitmſelf 
Maſter of the Qualities: proper to hg 


Profeſſion. He may be look d upon as 
Bulwafle "againſt Opp reffron, Invaſion] 


Slavery Murder; eh are not alw 15 


to be. repelld without” oppoſing 3 
breaking! the Force of Power Br 
for Exedlition, and made ele e 
Art. 8 muſt be'deſpis 'd; Strata⸗ 
gems defeated; Wies baffled; And'tfle 
Madneſs ef! War ſhock'd and tam'd. 
What is more, beſides the Diſcipline & 
Man hidſelf muſt undergo, tis rechli⸗ 
fite he underſtands how others ſhou'd 


diſciplin'd; that ſo both Body” ati 


Mind being rightly prepat d and inur d: 
they may repreſent the well · temper d 


Sword of the Arch-Angel in Milton; 417 


what 


t 
2 
\ 
C 
E 
\ 
1 
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what is this, but to call up the Courage, Life 
and Fire of Men, to give em their Edge, 
and turn 'em upon the common Enemy! 
to bid the Conduct, Activity, Impetuo- 
ſity of a Cæſar or an Alexander go forth 
and conquer in the Name of Truth! 
What is it but to raiſe Men up into He- 
roes, not ſuch as the Heathens were, but 
ſuch as ſound Reaſon, ſuch as Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelt may boaſt of; ſuch as a Mind 
enlighten'd and rais'd.above the Weak- 
neſs of worldly Ambition and Vain- 
glory mult approve ; ſuch as the An- 
gels themſelves may be compared. to, 
when in Goodneſs to Mankind they are 
ſent to execute Wrath upon the incorri- 
gible. So that here is manifeſtly ano- 
ther Virtue, which, tho? excercis'd in. 
Things unreaſonable, is itſelf founded in 
the ſtricteſt Reaſon,and which, tho*when 
exerted in the beſt Manner, it ſpreads 
Woe and Havock about it, is yet full of 
Goodneſs, and has its Sanction from the 
Protection and Happineſs it coaveys. 

In ſhort: There is ſcarce any one 
Virtue of any kind, neither Private nor 
Public, Domeſtic or Civil, neither be- 
longing to Male or Female, High or 
Low, Rich or Poor, but what conduces 
to Public Good. And it is for this Rea- 


ſon God hath la id the greateſt Part under 
| es 
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a Neceſſity of promoting it, and im- 

lanted in All a ſtrong Deſire of attain- 
ing to the greateſt Excellence. This, in 
the Language of Scripture, is the Fruit 
every Tree 1s to bring forth ; the Talent 
to be put out to Uſury; the Oil with 
which every Lamp ſhou'd blaze. The 
Practice of Piety, Devotion, lovin 
and adoring the Deity, frequenting his 
Ordinances, and obſerving his Sacra- 
ments, are cogent Engagements to it. In 
4 word; this is the true Idea of Virtue 
in the Senſe of Chriſtianity, and it is as 
much more clear, diſtin&t and excel 
lent, than any Thing to be found in the 
Writings of the Heathens, as the Sun in 
his Meridian Glory, is more conſpicuous 
than the ſmalleſt Star in a troubl'd Sky. 
But beſides, | | 

| Thirdly, There is no Contentment, no 
true Satisfaction but what muſt be found 
here. It is a Queſtion-propos'd by the 
Poet to his Patron, 


Qui fit Mæcenas ut nemo quam ibi ſortem, 


Sen ratio dederit, ſeu ſors objecerit, illa 
Contentus vivat, laudet diverſa ſequentes ? 


Nor did this puzzle him only, but the 


Philoſopher too. The Apoltle indeed 


tells us, he had learnt whatever Condi- 
tion 


tion he was in therew ith to he Content. 
But tho? this may de allo x d to an Apo. 
ſtle, it may fafely be deny d to all others 
that want the fame Grounds.- The Spe- 
cific for this Diſtemper, if Heathen Phi- 
1ſophers might be called competent Phy- 
ſicians, was, Maſter your own Paſſiong; 


T3; hdd — — 8 —— abi 7 
© Dhadrigis petimirs bent vivere,quod petis, btceft 
A Uldbris minus f te mn defleit enn. 


And yet even this Maxim will prove 
defective when examined. For to gain 
this Evenneſs of Mind, the Way was 
either to repreſent all worldy Things in 
ſuch Light, and under ſuch Difadvanta- 
ges as utterly to extinguiſh the Deſire of 
em, or at leaſt to make Men fancy they 
might be equally Happy without 'em. 
But if neither the 1 ſenſual Plea- 
ſure, nor the moſt extenſive Power or 
Knowledge can ſettle the Mind and put 
an end to its Cravings; this Rule cer- 
tainly, however practiſed or apply d, can 
never do it. Think of it never fo often, 

read ever ſo many Books about it, y 
will ſtill find yourſelf unfix'd and diſſa- 
risfy*d. And ſhou'd it not be ſo 'twere 
very unhappy for the World: For in that 
hurry of Buſineſs we ſee, wou'd 9 
E e 
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be very hard to ſuppoſe every Man mi- 
ſtaken, miſled and uneaſy when he might 
be otherwiſe? Or cou'd Men attain their 
End by following this Maxim, wou'd 
any one in his right Senſes fatigue and 
plague himſelf to no purpoſe? What 
wou'd become of the ſeveral Characters 
above-mention'd, were there no inward 
Principle to incite them? And what 
wou'd become of the World were 
there no Men of ſuch Characters? But 
to try the Strength of this Philoſophy, 


let us ſuppoſe the Heathen accoſting his 


Hearers in the following manner: 


Tn are very deſirous of Happineſs and , 
anxious about it. If you will attend to 
the Rules I ſhall lay down, I promiſe you 


ſhall find it. Tou muſt obſerve that the 


Mind is the Source, ſo that care muſt be 
taken of that. Why, after repeated Suc- 
ceſs, Conqueſt and Glory, was Alexander 
diſſatisf'd ? Had not Ambition enſlav'd 
him? Why tho" you give the Miſer all the 
Riches of the Eaſt, wou'd he ſtill long fo, 
more? Is it not becauſe Avarice is inſati- 
able? Take away theſe Paſſions, and what 
follows but Eaſe and Tranquillity ? To 
ſatisfy the Calls of Nature, ſmall Thitgs 
will ſuffice. *Tis not he who poſſeſſes 
much, but he who knows how to make 
| right 
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right Uſe of a little that is Happy. The 
Miſer graſps much, and enjoys nothing: 
And the Ambiticus, tho the World muſt. 
be harraſs'd and plagu'd to pleaſe him, is. 
no nearer his End. This then is the way, 
to ſecure your ſelves, againſt Trouble and 
Vexation ; this is the Method to haue 
it in your Power always to be content and 
eaſy. And. W 
Second, When you have thus regulated 
your Minds, you have gain'd another ma- 
terial Point. Proſperity cannot make you 
inſolent, nor Adverſity dejed? you». You 
will behave wiſely in caſe the World. 
ſmiles, and you will be arm'd againſt 
the Levity of Fortune, or even the werſt 
that can befall you. . The Loſs of Things a 
Man is prepar'd to part with, and bis 
Fr LEN of others he had not 
much ſet his Heart on, muſt be very 
Light. Take my Advice then: Root out 
of your Hearts theſe two- tormenting. 
Paſſions, moderate your Deſires, live 
Virtuous, aud you will always have 
Peace and Sati faction within you, in 
any Place or Condition; and as for all 
outward Events, leave them to the Diſ- 
poſal of the Gods. 


That this Doctine, however Plau- 
ſible, is yet falſe and imperfect, is plain 
: E 2 | from 


28 Preſent. or Future Happineſs 


from the Queſtion put by the Poet 
to his Patron, from the Experience 
and conſent of all Men, to the contrary; 
and not only ſo but from this Conſidera- 
tion, that the Phzloſophers themſelves 
ö never did, never cou'd arrive at ſuch 
1 Peace and Contentment. For tho? their 
| Paſſions were not allow'd to act in 
them as inothers, yet their Effects were 
no leſs viſible in them than in the 
1 moſt flagrant Inſtances of Avarice 
j and Ambition: In their Studies did 
| they not propoſe to themſelves ſome- 
what more Excellent, more Honourable 
than what they ſo much deſpis'd: Were 
they not to gain more, to be more ad- 
vantag'd in this than in any other Way ? 
How then were they more contented or | 
leſs reſtleſs than others; than Cæſar or 
Alexander himfelt? 

The Truth is; theſe Paſſions are in 
themſelves, when apply'd rightly, and 
according to the Intention of the Crea- 
tor, ſtrong Impulſes exciting Men to 
exert themſelves for the Improvement of 
their Faculties ; to raiſe em up into true 
Excellence, and to make them Inſtru- 
ments of Public Good. And the ſtron- 
ger they are, and the more diſſatisfy'd 
and reſtleſs Men are till they are got 
into this Road, the greater plainly is the 
2 Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs of God, who by fuch irreſiſti- 
ble Inſtincts ſhows what Proviſion he 
hath made for the Support and Welfare 

of the World. 
This is evident; and yet one part 
of Mankind being above, and another 
below proper Inſtrud ions, we find it 
very rare: and therefore our Saviour's 
Direction is, that we ſhou'd be born of 
the Spirit, and the Apoſtles, that we 
ſhou'd be transform'd by the renewing 
of our Minds. For tho? God hath plant- 
ed in all Men a ſtrong Deſire of Happi- 
neſs, and given them Reflection and 
Reaſon to guide them to it, it generally 
happens, thro' the Neglect of theſe 
Powers, that they are enſlav'd to what 
appears at firſt view conducive to their 
preſent Good; ſo that this Deſire is turnꝰd 

into a violent Paſſion for much worldl 
Poſſeſſions, and that Love of Glory, 
which ſhou'd- excite em to the Purſuit 
of what is really excellent, is exchang'd 
for an earneſt Deſire of what appears 
outwardly moſt beautiful to the Eye, 
and agreeable to the Imaginatian. Henre 
were great Exploits and mighty Atchie- 
ments ſo renown'd and admir'd. Na- 
tions muſt be reduc'd, that ſo they might 
acknowledge the Power, and contribute 
to the Grandeur of particular Men. 
| And 
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And upon whom muſt they caſt their 
Eyes, but upon the Great, Potent, and 
Victorious? Of the ſame ſort is all 
Avarice and Ambition in leſs Degrees. 
They are, in their proportion, equally 
erroneous, weak, and pernicious. The 
Objects ot em, when obtain'd, are periſh- 
ing, neither will they anſwer- the End 
propos'd, nor are they what Men ſhou'd 
ſo ſeek. . The firſt is plain and obvious, 
the ſecond will appear ſo, when we 
conſider that the Man inveſted with the 
greateſt Power is ſtill in want: There 
are (till many Things of which he muſt 
be deſirous which he cannot procure, 
and if he cou'd procure em, he wou'd 
ſtill want more, and ſo on for ever. In 
the mean Time, they leave behind 'em 
what is neceſſary and eſſential. They 
neglect that internal and ſpiritual Life, 
that Rectitude of Underſtanding and | 
Will, upon which their whole Happi- _ | 
neſs depends. This is the general Caſe 
of Mankind, as is naturally to be ex- | 
ected; and hence it is, we are fo earn- 
eſtly call'd upon to rectify our Opinion 
and judgment of Things; to chuſe the 
right Object for our Deſires, and the 
right Method of purſuing that Object. 
We muſt apply ſedulouſly ro the Know- 
ledge of Truth, which will of _ 
ca 
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lead us to do homage to the great Crea- 
tor, and good in our Generation. We 
ſhall thus better ourſelyes by the Ac- 
uirement of ſuch Things as are intrin- 
{ically Good. This will give us a ſure 
Foundation of Intereſt and Happiticl, 
for ever, both as it will procure;us the 
divine Favour, and as it will beget in 
us that Image, that Likeneſs of his Per- 
fections which is the Ground of it; it will 
give Complacency to the Mind; juſt and 
well grounded Expectations to our. De- 
ſires, and Satisfaction to the Underſtand- 
ing. And (if things are well weigh'd) 
this is by far the moſt happy Condition 
that even this World affords: Wou'd-you 
ſpend your Days with Contentment and 
Eaſe! Do you want a Certainty of true 
Intereſt and Honour? Wou'd you know 
how you may attain every Thing wor- 
thy of your utmoſt Care and Affection? 
The Way is before you, and it is this: 
Be ſucli that others might juſtly pro- 
claim themſelves happy in you, and you 
cannot fail of being in yourſelves much 
more ſo. In tgſe 1 
Furth Place; What is Honour but 
an Incitement to Virtue as well as the 
natural Produce of it? And is it not 
therefore of the greateſt Moment how 
it is conferr'd or apply'd ? And in Order 
| N 
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to this, is it not neceſſary every Man, if 
poſſible, ſhou'd know what is meer O. 
pinion, and in what its true Effence con- 
fiſts? Did not Fear, deſtitute of her Guide, 
degenerate into Superſtition and Idola- 
try, and Ambition into a Love of hu- 
man Power and Greatneſs? What is 


warſe 3 this Miſchief continues to this 


Day, to the grand Detriment of Man- 
kind, and Obſtruction of common Good. 
The retrieving the firſt, is intirely ow- 
ing to the blefſed Influence of the Gol. 
hel: But this latter is not retriev'd, not 
ven where Chriftianity is moſt zealouf- 
ly profeſs'd and eſtabliſh d.. 
If we conſider the Nature of Honour, 
we ſhall find it the Reſult, either of paſt 
Services, or of a Capacity for future, to 
make it true. Thus the Prince 1s the 
firſt in Virtue, as the firft in Place: And 
from the Hiftory of Saul and David, 
we learn how requiſite it is, none ſhou'd 
be thought more ſerviceable, or of great- 
er Capacity. Had the Emperors and 
Lords of the Earth kept cloſe to this 
point (as every good Prince may) how 
lovely as well as majeſtic wou'd their 
Names now appear? But when by extent 


of Territory and Command,” making 


themſelves abſolute and independant; 
exerting their Power and Bravery ,' 
up againſt 


| 
( 
{ 
8 
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aga int Peop 
ion routing Armies they had fore'd 
into the Field 10 defer thetſelves, are 
thought gteat andi hondurable; who is 
ot f Papa! aſfam d of his own Spe- 
Ties 8 kit, in all other ales, 
Vittue of this Capacity, trom 
2 N Ie ben be 
ved ce ende Plate or Bration: 
deſcended of ever ſo great 
ns the. Reſpect due to hi muſt 
oy 4 0 fur'd by his own perſonal Cha- 
,and accord g to his Qualification 
oſition to ſetve Mankind. With- 
is internaF Ground, all out ward Or- 
ante t is mere Fake. A Man may 
—.— to an Eſtate or ieles but it is 
Alto true Honour ehrt it be ac 
For no de was ever “horn 
Wis, ot Learnetf, or Charitable," or 
Brave: Nor are theſe Virtues che E- 
dowments of Nature. but the Atta in- 
ments of Induſtry. And without Men 
will be2t the Palins to procure %eth, tis 
kg ip they (hou'd deferve the Praile, 
the Ns f zem. or adfwer 
5 Ends. Nay the” tie Print or 
other Perfon in obere may be provalld 
upon to grant this or the other Marit of 
Hiftinction, yer the cannot give reßp Re. 
5 Where l Men e therefore; 7 
F uc 


le H Rad given? em no Pro- 


luch Mark ſhows his Approbation and 
Favour, and what reſpect he is willing 
ſhou'd be paid to ſuch Perſon, yet with- 
out he were infallible, and ever con- 
ferr'd his Favours upon the Meritorig 
only, it is no proof of real Honour. T 
may be reſpected AC ICED e p- 
on his Account: but it cannot be oli 
upon as true Honour, till it appear ęvi- 
dently accompany d with ſuch Qualif 
cations as deſerve 2 oil 7. eon 
If this be true and rational, as it mag 

feſtly is, High and Low, Rich and Poo, 
are equally concern'd, if they wou d a; 
tain true Honour, to uſethe Means and to 
be Induſtrious : and the greater Men are, 
the more ſo; becauſe the Eminence. f 


their Birth or Station has ſet em up, | 
View,and promis'd much in their Behalf. 
This therefore ſhouꝰ'd engage 'em tortake 


care they anſwer the Expectations rais'd. | 
The Luftreia which they appear,, 115 
ſupported from within, will dwindlę up- 
on Obſervation, looſe the good Opixignof 
the World, and ſink into Contempt. 
And ſuppoſe. it ſhou d 75 do, to, but 
height of Birth or Place ſhow beable 
to draw. Veneration and Wonder, alter 
it, yet how great is the Mortihcation 
when, it is conſider d, 50 18. n0 
moręthana Reſpect injudiciouſly paid to 
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a Shadow, or a falſe Shew. And as to 
all others, when their Succeſs herein is 
owing to Artifice, to Plots and Schemes, 
What is it more than taking an Advan- 
tage of the Weakneſs and Looſeneſs of 
Men, engaging in Truſts without Abi- 
lities to diſcharge em; wronging thoſe 
whoſe Qualifications are a juſt Title to 
em, and injuring thoſe whoſe Intereſt 
it is that ſuch ſhow'd fill them? 
Indeed this may give us a right No- 
tion of all wordly Honour in general. 
For if it may be conferred without Re- 
gard to internal Merit, or publick In- 
tereſt, this renders it very ſuſpicious: 
if this happens oſt, this muſt greatly 
leſſen our Opinion of it: ifgenerally, this 
mult render it ſo deſpicable, as, were it 
not for the Blindneſs of Men, and ſome 
few Inſtances to the contrary, wou'd 
quite pull it down and deſtroy it. All 
Honours and Diſtinctions that are the 
Rewards of paſt Services, are. certainly 
juſt and reaſonable: For it is uſeful as 
well as fir, that ſuch as have ſignaliz'd 
themſelves in the Field, in the Court, or 
in 77 great Conjuncture of Affairs, 
ſhou'd be fo diſtinguiſn'd. But it thoſe 
who wear 'em afterwards are not of the 
ſame Stamp, have not the Courage, 
Conduct, Application, Wiſdom or other 
1 IV F 2 _ 
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Merit obtheir Anceſtors, but on the con- 
trary reſigning themſelves: up to Paſſion, 
Vice, Idieneis, Pride or Lewdnels, neg - 
lect: the Common-Good; this is ſo far 
from being honqurahle that it is con» 
temptible and deteſtable. Another part 
1 of it is, arbitrary Power and Greatneſs, 
+3 and is ſupported by the greateſt Ablur- 
|| dity poor Men were eyer drawn into, 
i excepting Idolatry; Another is founded. 
upon ' Scripture abus'd and perverted, 
| and is kept up by Bigotry on one Hand, 
1 and Hypocyity and Wickednels on the 
it other: A fourth and laſt is, that Dete- 
5 rence and Submiſſion that is paid, that 
i# total Reſignation of all Reſpect, Duty, 
E Principle, Reaſon, Senſe, that is made to 
Fortune, which in defiance of all that 
. can poſſibly be ſaid or done, ever was, 
CF | | ever will. be the Idol of one great Part 
1 of Mank ind. And this is that World 
to which the Apoſtle bids us not be con» 
torm'd, and the Love of which is En- 
i mity with God. Our Lord hath given 
H us a right Deſcription of it; outwardly 
oy it is fair and beautiful, adorn'd with 
bt ; exquiſite Art like the Sepulchres of the 


| 
it Prophets; but there is nothing but dead 
it Mens Bones and Corruption within. 
I On the contrary, when Honour riſes 
b | out ot true Worth, what Reſpect does it 
5 deſerve ? 


F 
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deſerve? Every ane may rejoice in it as 
it is his own Intereſt, and Security, the 
Security and Intereſt of others, and Ju- 
ſtice done to Merit. It cheriſhes every 
Virtue for the Benefit and Advantage of 
Society: it encourages every uſeful Art 
or Science: it puts Men upon exerting 
and improving their Talents in every 
Thing that is laudable: it makes every 
Man a Friend to the Public, uſing the 
ſtrong Impulſe ot his Ambition, and his 
Attachment to his own Intereſt and 
Honour, as the moſt proper and eſſec- 
tual Means to make him zealous, vigi - 
lant and indefatigable. And in this the 
Goodneſs of Providence is doubly to 
be admir'd, as it raiſes general Happi- 
neis out of the natural and ſtrong In- 
ſtincts of Men; and as it. makes their 
procuring and effecting that Happineſs 
the only right Method of ſecuring and 

increaſing their own. | 
In the Fifth Place; Government is of 
the greateſt Moment to the Welfare of 
Mankind, and has accordingly exerciſed 
many Pens. Two dangerous Extremes, 
the one of making the Prince arbitrary, 
the other of making him precarious and 
{ubje& to his own People, have occa- 
ſion'd endleſs Diiputes upon this Topic. 
The divine Right hath been pleaded 
nor 
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not only from the Reaſon of the Thing 
itſelf, but from various Texts of Scrip- 
ture; and no doubt the Prince's Power 
is ratify*d in Heaven. For whatever 
promotes or ſecures the Good of the 
World has its Sanction thence. But 
this gives no Property, no Right ſepa- 
rate from, excluſive of, and inconſiſtent 
with that. For at this rate it wou'd 
deſtroy the very End of Government, 
and make Men ſubject to more Miſeries 
than it is defign'd to prevent. And in 
Truth the Reaſon why Forms of Go- 
vernment have been fo often exchang*d, 

and why ſcarce any have done the Good 
they might have done is,that Men have 
ſeldom attended to its true End. Our 
Saviour's Notion of it is the only true 
one: Luke xxii. 24. And there was alſo 
a Strife among them which of em ſhouwd 
be accounted greateſt. And He ſaid unto 
em : The Rings of the Gentiles exerciſe 
Lordſhip over them ; and they that exer- 
ciſe Authority upon them are called Be- 
nefuttors : But Te ſhall not be ſo * but he 
that is Greateſt among you let him be as 
the Yorneer : and he that is Chief as he 
that doth Serve. 

It is the Ambition and wretched Self- 

iſhneſs of Men, I fay, which hath ever 
ruin'd and perverted the Defign of Go: 
| V2rament 
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vernment as well as all other word] 
Rar er and it is Chriſtianity on- 
1y that hath ſet it upon ſuch Footing 
as to conſult the Good of both Prince 
and Subject. This will appear by com- 
paring the two Characters together. 
A Cron, in the View of mere world- 
ly Ambition, is a glorious Thing. Here 
is room for much Delight and Triumph 
as well as much a Suppoſe a 
young Mind appriz'd early of the great 
tor it muſt one Day or other be poſ- 
Teſs'd of; ſuppoſe the Sy cophant buzziog 
into the Princes Ear, Divine Right; is 
not this ſowing the Seeds of Tyranny 
And falſe Ambition? And will not the 
Effect, in all probability, be, that the 
Prince will look upon the Power given 
him as his own Prerogative, even inde- 
pendent of Common Good? And can 
any Thing in Nature be more perni- 
cigus? For to gain and preſerve ſuch In- 
dependency, ſuch abſoſute Sway, muſt 
not the People be reduc'd to, and kept 
Inja Condition agrecable? and the more 
Ignorant, the greater Slaves, and the 
Poorer they are, muſt they not be the 
tore eaſy to be praQtis'd upon? ſo that 
the Policy of the Court, muſt be turn'd 
againſt rhe Intereſt of the People, and 
if the Intetelt of boh Prince and People 
$ * * ; $4 55 phat #3. 
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go Preſent vr Fature Happineſs 
are ſo interwoven that the one cahnot 
ſuffer without the other, is not here an 
Inſtance in which it is plainly pernicious 
to both, and in which the Prince is ma- 
Hlfeſtly his own Enemy??? 
But ſuppoſe the People's Eyes open: 


Ambition is of Service to very few, an 
1 3 = © at © "A . „nene 
Tyranny is injurious and hateful to all. 


Selfiſhnels makes no Friends, 0 


"The conſequence muſt be Coolneſs and 
Tndifference in the firſt Caſe; Dillike and 
and Averlion in the next, and ſecret 
Reſentment and longing tor Change 
in the third. So that the Prince, in this 
Method, loſes while he ſeems to gain; is 
undermined and becomes weak 5 
wretched by ſeeking too much Strengt. 
el, ee 
Nor can any Thiing be more deſtruc- 
tive to real Greatneſs: for this eonſſſts 
not in Externals, but in the ſecret We 

oy 


nion People have of their Prince: 

when he is Terrible but Amiable to em; 
not when he is Majeſtic but Wiſe and 
Good; not When he is Cunning and Art- 
ful in carrying on his own Deſigns and 
effecting his own Contrivances, but 
When he is Prudent, Cireumſpect and 
Watchful over the Affairs of his King- 
dom: So that tho? his Glory is Great, 


its Light feen, and Influence felt fat, 


its 


tte Reſult Al. 41 
* e offecfive,) hideous. ans - 
dious, inſomuch that to be obfcure;and 
unknown, to be fearid and hated, tho 
at the ſame timebyou are r egarded by 
none, is much better. Add. that this 
often terminates'i1n: His -own' Ruin, as 
well as that of his poor Subjects, mg 
ſing hotl to the Hazards of; Werz che 
Stratagems of open and profels'd, Eae- 
mies, and: the fatal Fallhood ol Friends 
and Flatterer s. 0 2 
Thus wordly Ambition generally de- 
feats itſelf; and even where it is ſucs 
ceſsful the Commonalty pay dear far it: 
And what then. muſti the Condition of 
ſuch Men be, when they come to give 
up their Accounts, and ſhow; what 
Good they have n by their extenſive 
Power? THICK. Zaid 7 3 
Let us n Prince educated 
in a manner agreeable to the Doctrine 
laid down ; informꝭd of the Importance 
of his good Conduct, and the 5 diſ 
charge of his Duty. Suppoſe this Maxim 
inſtill'd: into his: Ear; biz. That laying 
aſide all Conſiderations of Self- Intereſt, 
Power ot Glory, his whole Study 
muſt be to ſecure the Proſperity of the 
People: That this is the certain Way 
to ——— that Glory Which in any 


other Method is Guse in vain. Ab. 
this 
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this the Prince uſes the utmoſt Applica- 
tion und Induftry: to orm hanf of 
every Rule and Means neceſſary or ſub- 
ſer vient to this grand Article, and is in- 
tirely- devoted to it. Suppoie this the 
Caſe I ſay, andi then give me leave; to 
a ehis Queſtion : Is not hert the very 
chief Ingrediem, tlie very — and 
momentous Principlein a ur ? 
Are there not Qualifications and Owens 
fit to put it in Execution 7. Ant are 
there anyweak Frejudioes or Frepoſſeſſi- 
ons to divert or deprave it? 
When the Reins are in ſuch Hands it 


gladdehs every Heart. Tis then Go- 


vernment has all its Ends; and can re- 
cotmmend itſelf from its Effects, from 
the flouriſhing Condition in which e- 
very Thing muſt appear. And 2Itdt- 
erer Sirengrh, Riches, or Advantage in 
any. kind is given to the Community, 
rut redou the Prince; at the 
fame time that he eſtabliſnes himſelf in 
the Affections of his People, is juſtity'd, 
in Wat hedoes by tlie Reaſonablenels.of 
his Conduct, and can lay an undeni- 
able Claim to that Authority + by which 
Kings teign. 80 that here is à true, a 

(are, à rational Foundation: for all the 
Glory this World / affords: Nor can any 


thiog be ſo ſtrong as 0 in the Poſſeſ- 


ſion 


abe Reſalt of A. 1 
fon. of Art, Wiſdom * Ligue. 
the Appearance, the bare falſe Suppli 
tion of em can work ſuch. Mirac 185 
What will the Subſtange by But to in- 
ſtance in Particulars; Suppoſe Knowledge 
improvꝭd to the reateſt uman Perſecti- 
on, with its Bfletts ; Diſcipline, with. its 
Effects, and Fortitude, with its E 
join to theſe every ther Virtue, "Fam 
2 Frugality, Diligence, Hardneſs, 


Courage, and, out of. à People of this 
kind, Ter. an Army, be rais'd and 4455 
plin'd, anda Prince ſet, at the Head of 
it, of equal Conduct and Bravery; 
What is this but to ve Thunder 
and Lightening into his! land, to make 
him territy Abroad and at mene ff af 
a Confirmation and 7 ement 
or TI ys Majeſty and Glory m 
e245 vt 
ia is in the ſame Manner that DW our 
Lord's direction Men ſhou'd ſhare in 

that Goverament. Ambition itſelf is 
blind, and Men are partial to themſelves. 
It is. therefore a wiſe Caution he hath 
given t them, few that inſtead of being 
puſh'd on by their own forward Deſites, 
and raſhly preſuming upon their « O 
Merit, and .{ leaping, into this or that 
Truſt, for Precedenee lake, they ſh6u' d 
els eee of other s 4 
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| ſhou*d give ſuch evident Proof of their 
„ Qualification and Power to ſerve the 
| Community, that the Public Intereſt. 
„ ſhou'd call for them, and the general 
. Voice be, Go up higher. Certainly tis 
# much better thus to apply to the procur- 
Fi ing the Capacity, than to the Intereſt of 
Mi ſuch Men as have it in their Power, and, 
. thro* Treachery, in their Will to lift em 
if forward without it. It is a grievous In- 
'l jury and Detriment to the Atairs and 
it Concerns of Men, when ſuch are let in- 
10 to Place or Power, and Fortune or out- 
bi ward Splendor cover the Crimes of paſt 
. Neglect, and preſent Inability: And it 
by is no real Credit to the Men themſelves, 
„ for Honour conſiſts in good Opinion, 
1 founded upon trpe Merit, which they 
h have not :. And beſides, it- muſt be a 
by great Mortification to . conſider, Men 
1 have not that Love, that Reſpect for 
be! them, nor that Satisfaction a them 
in they expect, and which they weakly 
TY fancy they may be thought to deſerve. 
Io, They are impoſed upon the World, and 
4 perhaps as to the Multitude are ſafe, 
2 ut all along there are Eyes upon them, 
. 1, which the Figure they make is 
1 wretched and contemptibmGG. 
4 Ia ſhort,; The true Idea of Govern- 
Þ | \ ment is, that it Frees, gives abſolute Li- 
, j »6 WITW LSE A iy a berty 
Li: 
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berty, ſecures every Right, Privilege and 
Advantage; it is no way ſelfiſh, nor 
inſtituted to ſerve its own Ends, or in- 
truſted with Power to advance its own 
Glory; but called off in a peculiar Man- 
ner, and armed with united Force to 
give Peace and Happineſs. It is of Di- 
vine Origin, as it is neceſſary to the 
good of Men; and while it is Intent 
upon that, it has the Sanction of Hea- 
ven. The utmoſt Reſpect, Reverence, 
Fear, and Love is due to it; eſpecially, 
when by the perſonal Wiſdom and Va- 
lour of the Prince, Power is employed 
and executed for this End; and his 
Strength riſes out of the Virtue, and his 
Glory out of the Happineſs of his Peo+ 
e gabe a, g See bis 
Sith and laſt Place; was not Fear or 
Cowardice efteem*d moſt ſhameful and 
vicious among the Romans? Did not 
their Contempt of this Weakneſs, and 


the Glory aſcrib'd to brave Actions carry 


the Matter to ſuch Height as to procure 
*em many Victories, and to put the 
World under them? Ho deſirable and 
honourable was it thought to die for 


one's Country? How mean not to reſiſt, 


not to hold it out againſt the Enemy to 
the laſt? Human Nature ever carries 
Things to extremes. What once takes, 
1390) Example 
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46 Preſent.or Futuro Happineſs 
Example and Emulation v ill raiſe to the 
moſt ſurpriſing Height; and to this the 
heroic Sallies ol the Romans may be as 
ſcrib' d. A dns beten 
But — n ale unefiev db y 
this. Love of Glory, this Virtue that 
knew no repulſe, hut ſhone with un- 
ſpoted Honours, the true Foundation 
and Reaſomof it is not ſo clearly aflign'd 
Heathen Authors, as not to be capa» 
bl of a more advantageous Explanation 
wunder the Light of Chriſtianity. For, 
Was this Impulſe implanted in every 
Man on purpoſe to make him ardent in 
ſeeking the Honour and Intereſt: of his 
own Nation? Was this the Reaſon the 
Love of Country was ſo particulariz'd; 
and the Love of Praiſe ſo ſtrong? Hag 
Providence fown this Pribbiple in the 
Heart of every People to make em exert 
themſelves in their own; Defence, and 
for their own Honour? If ſo, the more 


hard, rough, active, bold any Nation 


is, the more virtuous it is, and laying 
other Things aſide, this ſhou'd * the 
— Aim in the Education of Louth. 

u'd not one believe, at this rate, 
— a State of Nature is a State of War, 
and that Men ſhou'd be train'd up to 
Fight? Beſides, is it not abſurd to con- 


fine this Love to ſuch nartow? Bounds, 
$ eſpeci- 


; 
1 
b 
- 
q 
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* Vu ti Rafalt 'of- Al A 
1 ſince the Diviſion of Man- 
kind into fo many Communities, is 
merely abcidenta}, nor ſhowd they be 
— 3 (oe diſtinct, either in — 
dr Hononr, hut united in ohe univerſal 
Bond: of Love and | Friendſhip rogerder- 
Whenever ah Difference ariſes among 
„tig flowing to itegular Paſſion 
Breachofi Right, which as oontrary 
10 Nature; and therefore it iis maniſeſt 
this Inſtinct Was not giren with any 
ſuehr Deſign, tho it ma be properly 
—— herein, whenever the Uarea- 

eneſs of. Men ſhall make is necef- 
Fr To go farther; What is that 
Glory a Man.ſhou'd thus procure? To 
be welpeRted! Living, and 49; be men- 
tion'd With. Honour when Dead, is pret- 
ty enough fo ſar as it reaches; bur can 
any one imagine God gave Mam a firong 
tlattral Impulſe for this (Pur pole, or tp 
lead him to no higher End And What 
other End can one find for; this iheroie 
Love of Glory much cherifh'd and ce- 
lebrated by she Remane? 1 od buf} 
Jo come tothe Point then Fort i- 
tudde is that Virtne, that Firmgets and 
Reſolution of Mind, by which Man 
is inabled to adhere to Trunh: At is a 
#froog inflex ibſe Purpoſe tg dojalways 
iet is Right, be tlie W 

n 
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48 Preſeut or Futkye\Happineſs 
And its Excellence conſiſts in this, that 
as the Safety and Happineſs of the 
World does ellentially depend upon the 
Obſervation of that Rule, it inſures that 
Safety 'and0Happinefs ; it anſwers the 
Divine Will, and is what it ſhould be, 
in order to its own Happiness. 


his is the Account Chriſtianity gives 


us of this Virtue, injoining it in the 
ſtricteſt Manner, and ſupporting it by 
the greateſt Encouragements; and yet 
we ſee ſenſual Pleaſures, Ambition and 
Avarice prevail; to gratify which, when 
an Opportunity offers, generally ſpeak- 
ing, all Regard to Truth and Right is 
gone. Men little think they are be- 


held all the while by God; as Enemies 


to the World, and thoſe that prevent 
his moſt gracious Deſigns, or that their 
Caſe is ſo bad as it is, that they tref- 
paſs againſt a Law that muſt be vindi- 
cated with the utmoſt Severity; that 
they betray the Intereſt of others as 
much as the Thief or Robber, and 
ſhould be branded with equal Infamy. 
Let any Man of Gallantry ask himſelf 
this Queſtion; What would become of 
the World ſhould all take the Liberty 1 
do? and he will ſoon ſee what a Figure 
he makes in the Eyes of him who is 
concerned for the Whole, and how 3 
an 
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and miſchievous hs is to others. Bven 
the Pleaſures and Diverſions we call in- 
nocent, are nor ſo, except when they 
are ſubſervient to laudable Deſigns, or 
at leaſt are not inconſiſtent with a 
Courſe of Life directed and carried on, 
in the Main, to this great End. And 
if ſo, How deteſtable' is Lieentiouſneſs 
in any kind? and how baſe is any, 
even the leaſt Degree of Avarice, of 
worldly Ambition? This, a Man of 
of right Underſtanding is fo ſenſible of, 
that when he is tempted by preſent 
Pleaſure, he ſcorns to ſubmit ; for what 
can leflen one more, than for the Sake 
of ought periſhable, to betray his Truſt 
and forfeit his Honour. If he is attack'd 
by a fine Offer, he rejects it with In- 
dignation; for when his Integrity is 
gone, als gone, and nothing can com- 
penſate the Loſs. If they tell him he 
ſhaft wear the firſt Honours of his 
Country, what is that (fays he) but to 
appear great and happy, when, m 
Truth, I am fordid and wretched. If 
they threaten, he is unmoved, and has 
a piteous Opinion of the Men; and 
when he is brought to Execution, he 
begs God's Aſſiſtance, and immediate- 
ly an Angel is ſent to ſtrengthen him ; 
to that his Heart is full of Courage, a 
9 9 * H glows 
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50 Preſent or Future Happmeſs 
glows and triumphs amidſt his very 
Tortures. . | 118914 963 
But if Things proceed not to this Ex- 
tremity, and the World only frowns 
upon him, he ſpins out his Life in Po- 
verty with Chearfulneſs, looking upon 
it as the Poſt his Maſter has aſſigned 
him, and in which 'tis his Part to ac- 
quit himſelf well, by bearing it with 
Patience and Reſignation. Affronts 
and Injuries he deſpiles, as a Man wou d 
do the Ill- manners and Brutality of a 
Neighbourhood in which he has not 
long to ſtay; and he is unconcerned at 
the Opinion of bad Men about; him, be- 
cauſe he knows that can no way affect 
his real Character. Suppoſe again, that 
this is not his Caſe, but he is eaſy in 
his Affairs; he is ambitious, greatly, 
ambitious, aiming at the loweſt Humi- 
lity ; for whoever can prevail with him- 
{elf ro deſcend thither, will find an eaſy 
Aſcent. He is no Coward ;, he is not 
afraid. of being thought a Pedant, a Re- 
ligioniſt, but profeſſes what he is, open - 
ly injoy ing the ſweet Reflections he can 
raiſe, the ſoyous Expectations he enter- 
tains in Secrecy and Retirement: nor 
Number, nor Example, nor Quality can 
ſhock him; neither any Thing ſaid in 
in Jeſt or Earneſt, in Railery or out of 
Le os | Malice; 


- & 
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Malice; neither the Turn of Wit, nor 
keen Invective, diſmay or deje& him. 
He is arm'd againſt Threats or Pro- 
miſes, againſt the Snares of Flattery, or 
the Aſſaults of Scandal; againſt Advan- 
tage or Diſadvantage, Love or Hatred. 


His Life is one conſtant Courſe oſ Vir- 


tue, one reſolute and obſtinate Adhe- 


rence to 7 * and Truth. If he is cal- 
e 


ted out to ſerve in public Station, or in 
the Court, he maintains the ſame Sted- 
dineſs and Uncorruptneſs there as in the 
reſt of his Conduct; and in the Field of 
Battle (if demanded) the ſame Motives 
which have ſecured him thus far, will 
carry him thro' Danger, Tumult, and 
Confuſion, with a Firmneſs of Heart, a 
Briskneſs of Spirit, an Intrepidity and 
Intenſeneſs equal to the ſound Princi- 
ples within him. If mere natural Cou- 
rage, urg'd on by a Deſire of Vain-glory, 
cou'd produce ſo many great Heroes, 
how much more may we expect many 
ſuch, and much greater, where that 
Courage is fixed upon true Glory, ani- 
mated by a moſt generous Love of the 
Good of Mankind, and ſeconded and jn- 
ſured by the Approbation and Fayour of 
Omnipotence ittelf, whether it wins or 
loſes, conquers or expires! Cou'd Tully 
have found ſuch” a Baſis for the heroic 

1 2 Valour 
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Valour ot his Country-men, how wou'd 
he have dwelt upon it! How wou'd 
he have been pleas'd to hear that the 
Way to better Men, is not to ſubdue 
and bring em to your own Model, 
but leaving em to injoy their own 
Rights and Liberties; to win them 
over by Humanity and Kindneſs ; to 
convince them by Reaſon, and to ſet 
the Way to their own certain Intereſt 
and Happineſs manifeſtly before their 
Eyes ! All the Time the ſame Bravery 
is cheriſhed as a Fence againſt Vice at 
Home, and the Attempts and Madneſs 
of Ambition from Abroad ! And cou'd 
he have ſeen the Knowledge and Wor- 
ſhip of the true God eſtabliſhed, and 
Piety ſpreading her Wings over the 
ſeveral Virtues mentioned, in order to 
ſecure and advance the public Good, 
how would the great Philoſopher have 
bleſt his Eyes ! 2 | 

Now, from theſe Inſtances, we ſee 
what Chriſtianity is, and what it aims 
at. For while it calls Men to the Know- 
ledge and Fear of God, to the Study and 
Love of Truth, it calls 'em to advance 
their own and the publick Welfare : It 
commands the Worſhip of the Deity, 
not only as a Thing fit in itſelf, but 
that it may make Vie of his Anthority 

an 
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and Power for this End; It inculcates 
right Notions of his Attributes, that 
they may apprebend the Force of that 
Authority; and it obliges em to the 
Duties of Prayer, that that Force may 
daily and conſtantly operate upon their 
Minds. When this is done, they are 


taught how their Time is to be ſpent, . 


their Talents exerted, and what Fruit 
they muſt bring forth, And did Men 
exert their Taleats and imploy their 
Time in this Manner ; did Knowledge 
2 out the Method and the Way to 
Happineſs, and Virtue endeavour to ef- 
fect it; did Self- love move, and lauda- 
ble Ambition inſpirit and fire Men aſter 
it; did Government clear the Way, re. 
move every Obſtacle, lend every Advan- 
tage, uſe every Engagement, and hold 
out the beſt Examples, can it be deny d 
what the Reſult muſt be, or is it poſſi- 
ble we ſhou'd be at a Loſs to find it out? 
Is there any other Way in which Men 
can be happy in this World? And is not 
this the Reaſon this State is ſo miſera- 
ble, that Things are neither rightly ap- 
prehended, nor apply'd, nor exercis'd, 
nor have their due Effects? And is it 
not manifeſt then, that there is a natu- 
ral Connexion betwixt the Know lodge 
an 


54 Preſent or Future Happmeſs 
and PraCtiſe of Truth, and promoting 
the Happineſs of this World? © © 
In the Second Place; as there is a 
molt plain and eſſential Connexion be- 
twixt Truth and the Happineſs of this 
Life, 1s there not another, no lefs plain, 
betwixt promoting of the Happineſs of 
this Life, and obtaining that of rhe 
next? It might be ſufficient, that we 
can make this appear: but this is the 
ſmalleſt Part of what we have to offer 
in Behalf of our Religion. It does this 
indeed moſt ardently: but in doing fo 
it aims at ſomething far preferable ; 
fomething that cannot he compar'd to it 
without Reproach to our own Under- 
ftandings. It commands us in the moſt 
folema and engaging Manner to be dili- 
gent, unweary'd, ſtedfaſt, and unmove- 
able herein; but there is this farther 
Advantage in this: that in endeavouring 
to exert ourſelves in this Manner, we 
better ourſelves, and if there is a State 
of Perfection, we are all the while the 
more prepared for it. This is the Rea- 
fon, where Abilities and Opportunities 
are given, God expects they ſhou'd be 
employ'd, and if they are employ'd a- 
right, they will effectually procure both 
theſe Ends. Both the Rich and Poor 
will advance forward : they will be 
faithful, 


6 as both. nnd. hoo 


the Reſalt op MIR" 


2 the one in his little, the = 
in much: and to this Fidelity, this Ad- 
berence to Truth and to publie Good, 
tho! in ever ſo low a Station, or ſmall a 
Haacke God will intruſt more. For 

itneſs, in this caſe, ariſes from that 
Virtue which improv'd, and ever will 
improve, What is given it, be that leſs 
or more: And 1 it is eſſential; to the Na- 
ture of Vittue to move on It cannot 
ſtand ſtill; but impairs or adyvances. 
'Tis the idle, covetous, ambitious, vo- 
uptuous Man that makes no Frogrels, 
but is Barren: All others; doing their 
heſt Services in the Fear God, and 
under the afluence of this Religion, 
muſt grow in Knowledge, in Virtue, 
in Goodne a and! in ide Fiddgp Adhe- 


* 
ee, 


Kappe fn as will naturally, riſe . the 


general, univerſal, and perfect Obſerva- 
tion of it. That ſuch a State there mult 
be is undeniably plain; becauſe. 

How few. will be at the Pains to qua- 
liſy themſelves in this Manner! Com- 
pliments are. indeed paid em in abun- 
dance; but Compliments are not De- 


monſtration, nor at all to be rely'd on. 
2 88 Tis | 
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56 Preſeut or Future Happineſs 
*Fis to Neceſſity and laudable Ambition, 
— that Men owe that Capacity 
public Service which no Riches can 
purchaſe, and which muſt break out 
with triumphant Brighrneſs. It mult 
were the World what it ſhou'd' be; 


our greater-Complaint is, that neither 


is this true; neither will they always 


who have Leiſure and Opportunity, 


thus employ them; neither are they | 
willing, fuchas have done ſo, ſhou'd 
injoy the Honour or Advantage of it, 
or do the Services they are prepar?d for; 
neither is the Race to the Swift, nor the 
Battle to the Strong, nor Honour to 
Men ot Underſtanding. The invidious 
Eye is ſoon upon them; the ſectet Ar- 
row is quickly gone out againſt 'em; 
and ſuppoſe neither of theſe ſhou'd hurt 
'em, yet what Courſe of Virtue is ſo 
vigorous and active, as not to be pre- 
vented by Fraud and Cunning; or ſo 
ſucceſsful as not to find there are eaſier 
and ſhorter Ways? What is yet worſe, 
as backward as Men are in qualifying 
themſelves, they are always forward 
enough to fancy themſelves” qualify d. 
The Marks, Types, and Opinion they 
muſt have, whether the Attributes are 
there or no; and how hard then is the 
Lot of poor Modeſty and Virtue, r 
, | the 


Wiſdom of the divine Being td call 
I Good 
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Good out of Evil, and to provide that the 
real Excellence of one Man, being heigh- 
ten'd by the Treachery and Baſeneſs of 
another, ſhou'd therefore ſhine with the 

greater Le ..., 7 -; 8 
However, theſe Inſtances together, 
with the general Corruption of the 
World, ſhow, that this is not the Place 
where Virtue and Happineſs are to meet: 
For there is no true general Happineſs, 
but what muſt riſe out of the general 
Practice of Truth; and it fo, tis plain, 
this World cannot be the Scene of it; 
For there is no ſuch general Adherence: 
So that this Life is only a State of Trial 
or Probation: a State in which a Man's 
whole Buſineſs is to keep himſelf ſteddy 
to that Rule which wou d effect it, that 
ſo he may be fit to injoy the Conſe- 
uences of it, where it ſhall be univer- 
Ily and for ever obſerv'd. a” 
God made Men to be happy; and 
happy they muſt have been, even in 
this World, had all been like thoſe I 
have mention'd. And ſince, thro? the 
Default of others, they cou'd not be ſo; 
nay, were many of em very miſerable, 
and wrongfully depriv'd not only of all 
the outward Comfort and Satisfaction 
of Life, but ſometimes ot Life itſelf, cer- 
tainly it Muſt be conſonant to the ſame 
Wa: 7 | Good- 
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Goodneſs, and incumbent upon infinite 
Juſtice, to provide they may be ſo: and 
that they who have adher'd to this Rule, 
in Obedience to the Divine Will and 
Pleaſure, and depending upon his 
Veracity, ſhou'd find their Conſtancy 
had not been in Vaio, nor their Judg- 
ment without Grounds, nor their Hopes 
without Foundation. And if this be 
true and undeniable, then will it be 
eaſy to ſee in the 8 £21431 

Fourth and laſt Place; why Truth 
hath been ſo much inculcated ; why 
God hath interpos'd in this wonderful 
Manner; and why all the Methods in 
this great Diſpenſation of Providence 
have been taken: why Miracles were 
wrought to alarm and convict; and 
why the Doctrine and Precepts were 
inſpir'd to direct Men to it; Why the 
Divine Power and Authority were 
made uſe of to command it, and the 
Promites of eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery to inforce it: why an Order of 
Men were commiſſion'd and warran- 
ted to teach and ſupport it, with the 
moſt powerful Motives to win, and 
the moſt ingaging Means to bind Men 
to it: why ſuch Application is made to 
the Underſtanding, and Paſſions, and 
Principles of Men to promote and ſe- 
ell | I 2 cure 
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cure it; and why the Power of Princes 

and Magiſtrates, and the Honeſty, Fi- 

delity, and Integrity of All are ingaged 

in it; aud why: the Arm of God him- 
elf hath all along held and conducted 

it. From this Eminence, from this 

clear and comprehenſive View, I fay, 

we may have a right Idea of the Chri- 

ſtian Faith, and at What it is, all tbe 

generous Principles it cheriſhes, the 

Virtues and Graces it infuſes, the Re- 

ſolution and Bravery, it | inſpires, are 

pointed. And What at laſt is that but 

Happineſs, preſent or future Happi- 

pinefs. This is the Thing for which 

all theſe Particulars have been done, 

and this is hat hath excited ſo much 

Wrath, Malice, and Hatred: This is 

what ſome Men are ſo much piqu'd 

againſt; what they ſcorn, and ate fo 

maliciouſly witty upon; treading, it 

under their Feet, -and, at the ſame time, 

calling out to Mankind to behold and 

admite em, as Prodigies of Underſtand» 

iog and Patrons of Liberty. In ſhort; 

this is that Lite and Immortality which 

Chriſtianity hath hrought to light, and ) 

which is peculiar to it alone: nor are 

there elſewhere any Precepts to be 

found that are adapted to it; nor is it 

ſo much as once hinted at by any Au- 

2103 , thor, | 
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thor, where that Hint is not borrow'd 
from ſuch Intimations as have been 
communicated by the Spirit of God hin. 
ſelf, who hath, With ſurprizing Beauty 
aud great Elevation of Thought, ſcat- 
tered it all along thro the 1acred Wricy 
ings be inſpir'd: nor is it to be ima- 
gin'd, that any one ſhou'd take it int 
his Head to conſider the whole Maſs O 
of Mankind, agitated by. their Paſſions, 
and directed by their Reaſon, in one 
perpetual Struggle, from beginning to 
end, betwixt Virtue and Vice, betwixt 
real and apparent Good, | betwixt Hap: 
pineſs and Miſery, till, after, ſufficient 
Trial, the Virtuous and Wiſeſhou'd come 
forth, purg'd.and; refin'd like Gold out 
of the Furnace, And yet thus it is, the 
Judgment of God, the Searcher of Re 
will ſeparate, Ianocence from Guilt; an 
what is Rational and Holy,, from Folly 
and Pollution, making it a part of that 
Sie World in which he reſides in 
Glory, and of which he is the Life, and 
Soul. Tis thus the infinite Wiſdom of 
the Creator hath ordered the InſtinQs, 
Paſſions, and Underſtandings of Men 
ſhou'd conſpire together to ſupport the 
World in its preſent Condition, at the 
ſame time that all Things, 2 at Mer- 
cies or Judgments, Peace or War, Honour 
or 
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62 Preſent or Future Happmeſs 

or Diſhonour, Plenty or Want, Reaſon 
or Paſſion, Virtue or Vice, Life or 
Death ſhou'd contribute, thro? the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the ſame Spirit, to this great 
End, the final Glory' and Triumph of 
the Faithful; the perfeQing their Obe- 
dience here; the Enhancement of their 
future Quiet, and the Conſummation of 
their endleſs Joy and Pleaſure! 
There is a remarkable Story, which, 
as it will in ſome Meaſure illuſtrate this 
Argument, I ſhall inſert here. Adam 
was one day reflecting upon the Sen- 


tence that had been paſs d upon him for 


his Offence; eſpecially that Part of it 
which dooms Man to earn his Loving 
by the Sweat of his Brows. An Ange 
took this Opportunity to inform him 
that Application and Toll were the 
Things by which Men ſhou'd be reftor d 
to the happy State he had forfeited : For 
they were = nat not' only to the 
Tilling the Ground, but procuring every 
Convenience and Ornament in Life; 
whatever is of Service to either Body or 
Mind, particularly to the Laſt. For 
wherever a Diſpoſition to Induſtry is 
(continu'd he) directed by a reveren- 
tial Awe of the Deity, the Mind muſt 
naturally be turn'd to this Enquiry: 
What is Right? what is Fit? And from 
| this 
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this ſmall Beginning it will range tho- 
rough all the Parts of true Wiſdom, 
all the Connexions and Relations of 
Things, andbe govern'd by ſuch Know- 
ledge. , This is to know and adhere to 
the Rule of Righr. + 
Io convince him of the Importance 

of this Rule by occular Proof, he ſhow'd 
him all the Nations upon Earth flouriſh- 
ing ia the Condition they wou'd be in, 
were that univerſally obſerv'd. The 
Father of Mankind was tranſported 
with the Beauty and Happineſs he 
ſaw. | 
_ He now gave him a right View of 
the World, chequer'd with Miſery and 
Happineſs, Deformity and Beauty ; rea- 
ching him a Glaſs thro' which he might 
diſcover all the Defertions of this Rule, 
whether in Word, Deed, Aſſent, Con- 
nivance or Effect. In this View the 
Scene was. quite inverted. What had 
paſs'd for Wiſdom was Folly ; Forti- 
tude, Raſhneſs and Cowardice ; Fame, 
Infamy; Greatneſs, Meanneſs; Hap- 
pineſs, Miſery; for it was manifeſt, 
whoever had attain'd to any one ot 
theſe, with out keeping his Eye upon 
the Rule, miſs'd his Aim, and there- 
fore whatever he had appear'd to have 
in reality he had its contrary. 0 
| n 
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64 Preſent or Future "Happineſs 
On the other Hand; many that had 
wore Marks of Infamy were clear'd; 
others that had appeared Deſpicable, 
ſhone forth with great Splendor; ſome 


had their Faults transferr'd upon others 


that had appear d very Innocent. The 
Poor, the Oppreſs'd, the Lame, the Diſ- 
temper d, the Unfortunate, bleſt their 


hard Lot which they found had con- 


tributed remarkably to the preſerving 
and height' ning their Virtue, And ſome 
that had been executed as Malefactors, 
were now own'd and confefſed the 
greateſt Heroes and Saviours. To theſe, 
and to all others that were worthy, 
were Palms given in Token of Victory. 
The Rule itſelf was repreſented by a 
great Line like the Equator, acroſs 
which a Tribunal was erected, whereon 
the Judge fat: Beneath was a ftrair 
Gate, thro? which the Line paſſed. 
The Multitude, who turned up in 
the Manner firſt deſcrib'd, ſeeing all 
the Things they had doated on wither'd 
away in an Inſtant, fhrunk back and 
diſappear'd; ſuch Severity and Terror 
was in the Countenance of the ſudge. 
They that had Palms in their Hands, 


and had been ſteddy to the Rule, made 


up to the Gate to which it led them, 
and paſſed through. This was the En- 
wy trance 


7 \ the Refadt: of Al. (2 L 65 
trance to Hternal Eife; on the Infide of 
which, they found the Rule they 
had followed open'd into the Beauty, 
Order, Happineſs and Glory abovemen- 
tioned; but improvd to ſuch Degree, 
and strended with ſuch Circumſtances 
of t and nen as no Heart 
ean cbnceiue. it fit b Aan of 3 ole 
9 81:3 . 7 89 | 
T6 Ale Fer us now fee what 
| the Reſult of the Whole muſt be. The 
— 0 Chriſtianity is the Good of Man- 
at then why” bath it not been 
vr Bee T Rrsbn uf this muſt a- 
riſe from the Nature of the Thing itſelf. 
As Man is a moral Agent, his Aſſent 
muſt not be forced; Virtue Wuff be ſelf⸗ 
mov'd; and therefore whatever Method 
talen, whatever Ragagements are 
propoſed; they muſt be propoſed at fuch 
Diſtanee;. in fuch Naa and with 
that Caution, as not 0, interfere with 
that Principle. Hence, *tis plain, that 
tho God might-interid this Light ſhou'd 
one Time or other run thro rhe World, 
yet it muſt not be ohtruded upon Men. 

Alarm, rouze, and turn their Eyes up- 
on it, He did; but further than this He 
cou'd not go: and if ſo, a Revelation 


egrecable to the Nature of Maw.cau'd 
R not 
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66 Preſent or Future Happmeſs 
not be. univerſal at its firſt - ſetting 


out. of Vert #7 
2. Tho' it was re ad- 


vantageous, and ſuch being the Impo- 


tence of Men, neceſſary, it could not 


be given in ſuch Manner as to admit 


of no Obſtruction: for however it 


might be uſher d in, it muſt depend 
upon the Conduct of Men; and that 
it has not been univerſal ere this, is en- 
tirely owing to this/Cauſe : For, 
1. © o £1221 Wing t To BU 
3. It is in its on Nature fo con- 
vincing, that nothing but this can hin- 
der it. A Man that would purſue his 
own Happineſs aright, can no more 
help falling into the Method there pre- 
ſerib'd, than, being virtuous, he can 
avoid thinking and acting as he ſhou'd 
do; or —_— a right Diſpoſition, he 


. aſſenting to the moſt obvious 
ſelf· evident Propoſitions. 


+ It is abſolutely neceſſary, that what 
is therein contained ſhould take place in 
this or ſome other State: And. 


| 5. During the Struggle, in the mean 
time, betwixt Virtue and Vice, it is of 
the utmoſt Importance, as has been 

* 25 1 own 
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ſhown, and the moſt apt Way of pre- 
paring Men for ſuch a State. 


6. It is evident, that ſuch a State 
there muſt be, as that God is juſt and 
true; and therefore Chriſtianity does 
as naturally and irreſiſtably force itſelf 
upon the Mind, and command its A 
ſent, as good Senſe, Reaſon, Truth, or 
what is more, a Man's own certain 
2 can poſſibly in any Caſe do 
0. 


Chriſtianity therefore, as it now 
ſtands in the New Teſtament, is, inde- 
pendent of all other Proof, and not- 
withſtanding all Abuſes and Diſadvan- 
tages whatever, from its own Nature, 
unavoidably and neceſſarily true: and 
not oaly ſo, but the beſt Syſtem of Mo- 
rality that was ever taught, and greater 
than human Nature, unaſſiſted from 
above, was ever likely, or could poſ- 
ſibly teach, tho? thro” the Neglect and 
Weakneſs of paſſionate Men, it is little 
apprehended, and much leſs practiſed, . 
by the greateſt Zealots at this Day. 


In ſhort; The whole Deſign ,is to 


lead Mea to the Knowledge and Prac- 
K's tice 
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68) Preſent r Fuuae Happ, &c. 
tice of Truth; ani if that be its right 
Character, as I have here prov'd, tis 
imp olſible to diſpute againſt it: or = 
— Word ate contain d not only all 
Things truly good and glorious upon 
Earth; but cou'd) we tee the Heavens 


opened, we ſhould find it contains every 
Thing that is great, er- and 
ende thing even there. 4 5 
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